Help Protect Florida’s Environment:
Don't release unwanted pets into the wild

It is illegal to release non-native plants and
animals into Florida’s natural areas. Many
people find that they are no longer able to take care of a pet, and
think that releasing it is the kind thing to do. However, these non-
native species can harm native species or the environment, and
cost the state millions of dollars every year. Instead of releasing
your unwanted pet, please consider these alternatives:
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- Contact a pet store for proper handling advice or for possible returns
- Give or trade with another hobbyist or pet owner

- Donate to a local aquarium or zoo, school or nature center

- Seal aquatic plants in plastic bags and dispose of them in the trash

- Contact a veterinarian or pet retailer for humane disposal guidance

- Check MyFwc.com for Pet Amnesty days
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What does “invasive” mean?
what can | do to help protect Florlda's environment?

What problems do invasive plants and animals cause in Florida?

For answers to these and other questions, visit the Wildlife section
of the University of Florida’s “Solutions for Your Life” website at:

http://ufwildlife.ifas.ufl.edu/

FOLLOW THE LINK TO THE “DON'T RELEASE YOUR
PET” SURVEY AND TAKE THE PLEDGE to help protect
Florida’s natural areas! If you do, we’ll send you a qift!
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