
double the number of 

works on display, new 

image categories, and 

possible affiliations with 

other local environmen-

tal groups as sponsors.  

Chapter members inter-

ested in this program 

should contact board 

members Mary White or 

Bruce Olson.  

Many thanks to Savan-

nas Preserve State Park, 

Wren Underwood, Paul 

Milette, Paul Salazar, 

Friends of the Savannas, 

park volunteers,  our 

judges, and, especially 

Bruce Olson.  

Floridaôs Natural Legacy 

2016, our FMN chapterôs 

juried native species pho-

tography contest and ex-

hibit was hosted by the 

Savannas Preserve State 

Park.  In a combined 

venture, the parkôs edu-

cation center and our 

chapter received a total 

of 168 entries by 53 pho-

tographers.  Categories 

included Floridaôs Native 

Flora and Fauna, Flori-

daôs Natural Landscape 

and Youth.   

The beautiful photos 

were on exhibit to the 

public for the month of 

March in the education 

building at the preserve.  

In conjunction with the 

competition and exhibit, 

a series of nature photog-

raphy and videography 

workshops were presented 

in the classroom.  Repre-

sentatives from the St. 

Lucie FMN chapter and 

Savannas Preserve State 

Park did the initial jurying 

of the images, and the fi-

nal winning selections 

were made by highly qual-

ified judges from out of 

the area.   

The Grand Prize was 

awarded to Helen Aponte 

for her beautiful Rem-

brandt-like image of a 

Swamp Hibiscus.  The 

Friends of the Savannas 

also awarded prizes to se-

lected images taken within 

the boundaries of the pre-

serve.  Plans for next 

yearôs contest include ex-

pansion of the exhibit to 

St Lucie Co Volunteer Appreciation ééééééééééééé.. 4/5/16 

Chapter Board Meeting, 7 PM, PSL Bot Garden ééééééééé.     4/12/16 

Earth Day Celebration @ Oxbow  éééééééééééééé. 4/23/16 

Blue Cypress Lake Pontoon Boat Tour éééééééééééé.. 4/17/16 

Tropical Treasure Plant SaleñPSL Bot Gardens ééééééééé. 5/28/16   
Motorized Kayaking Blue Cypress Lake éééééééééééé... TBA 

Committee Meetings (Photo Contest, Activities & Field Trips, Programs) June ð August 

Contact Mary White for info  
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STEM Fair by Karl Mangino 

Volunteer Appreciation! All are welcome 

 

unwanted critters to our 

homes and backyards.  

UF Croc Doc, Dr. Frank 

Mazzoti gave his informa-

tive presentation on inva-

sives in February, and Eva 

Ries presented her own 

talk on owls and their 

behavior in March. 

Some of these programs 

will be aired, or are cur-

rently running, on our 

local county cable tv 

channel. You can see 

Michelle Petersonõs bee 

lecture by going to the St 

Lucie County website at 

www.stlucieco.gov. This 

is airing now on the 

countyõs YouTube chan-

nel.  Go to 

òDepartments and Ser-

vicesó then scroll down to 

òSLCTVó under the òR-Zó 

heading, and click on it.  

Look for The Lecture Hall 

January 2016 Bees. Dr. 

Mazzottiõs invasives pro-

gram will be airing some-

time in April. All in all, this 

seasonõs series was suc-

cessful, and we have esti-

mated a total attendance 

of over 140 participants. 

Our board of directors 

would like to hear from 

chapter members with 

ideas for topics for the 

2016-17 lecture series.  If 

you have ideas, please 

contact Mary White at 

fmnmary-

white@gmail.com 

This seasonõs FMNP chap-

ter lecture series has been 

a success!  We were able 

to bring our environmental 

education to a public audi-

ence on some highly di-

verse topics.  We started 

out in November with a 

very interesting native bee 

talk by Michelle Peterson, 

followed by Dr. Grant Gil-

moreõs program on fish 

species in the Indian River 

Lagoon in December.  Dr. 

Gilmoreõs talk was standing 

room only, and he stayed 

afterwards to answer many 

questions from the at-

tendees.  In January, Win-

nie Burns from Creature 

Safe Space in Fort Pierce 

explained how not to invite 

 

S T  L U C I E  C O U N T Y   

FMN Lecture Series by Mary White 

 Three master naturalist chap-

ter members participated in 

the judging for the St. Lucie 

County 2016 STEM Fair at 

Indian River State College in 

February.  Students, parents, 

teachers and community 
members were on hand 

when awards were presented 

to deserving students.  Pro-

jects were judged on scien-

tific merit, research practices, 

and their problem-solving 

procedures.  Fourteen stu-

dents were selected to 

compete in March in Lake-

land at the state level, and 

three students will take 

their projects to the Intel 

International Science and 

Engineering Fair (Intel ISEF) 
this May in Phoenix, Arizo-

na.  Haniya Shareef, a stu-

dent at Lincoln Park Acade-

my, and a former master 

naturalist STEM fair award 

winner, qualified to take 

her project this year to the 

international science fair.  

Congratulations to Haniya!  

And thanks to Karl Mangi-

no, Dave Dyer and Ilona 

Christie, our volunteers 

who were also chosen by 

the school board to be 

county project judges, in 

addition to deciding our 

chapter award recipients.  

Well done! 


